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Youth Health Services
Building Community Partnerships for Youth

Youth Health Services (YHS) is a community program of Public Health
– Seattle & King County. Within the Public Health system, YHS staff
advocate for the needs of youth and strive to ensure that a voice for
youth is present in key decisions and program development.
Mission:  In collaborative community partnerships, Youth
Health Services promotes the health and learning readiness of
children, youth, and young adults in King County by supporting
health promotion efforts and assuring access to quality coordi-
nated health and preventive services.  YHS staff work to increase
adolescent health access through a unique array of partnerships,
programs, and activities throughout King County.

One of the primary roles of YHS is to provide coordination and
oversight for 13 school-based and school-linked health clinics in
Seattle and King County.  Other program activities range from provid-
ing training and technical assistance on adolescent medicine issues to
developing a “developmental assets program package” of tools, best
practice models, case studies, and other resources for use by schools
all over Washington state.  YHS staff provide program coordination
and systems development for the Teenage Pregnancy and Parenting
Program (TAPP) and partner with Seattle Public Schools to provide
school nursing, health education services, and support for the Teen
Health Survey.

Each and every activity of the
Youth Health Services program
is made possible through
effective and supportive part-
nerships with schools, commu-
nity agencies, Public Health, and
local government.  Partners
came together around the
common goal of ensuring that
teens have full access to a range
of health care services.  With-
out these partnerships, we
would not be able to provide
the inspiring stories and infor-
mative data that is included in
this report.  Read on to learn about how this innovative collaboration
of public and private organizations have worked together to ensure
that youth all over King County are healthy and ready to learn.

“Accessible, high-quality health
services for adolescents are of the
utmost importance.  We know that
adolescents respond most favorably
to targeted, teen-focused health
services, and consequently we have
partnered with our local schools
and communities to ensure that
effective and appropriate services
are available to the youth of King
County.”

Alonzo Plough, Director,
Public Health - Seattle & King County
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Program Overview

School-based and school-linked health centers are comprehensive
primary care clinics providing medical and mental health screening and
treatment for young people on or near school grounds. School-based
and school-linked health centers offer services to youth in a familiar
and “teen-friendly” setting and are staffed by health professionals
trained to work with adolescents.  These centers are effective be-
cause they are designed to overcome barriers that discourage adoles-
cents from utilizing health services including:  lack of confidentiality,
inconvenient appointment times, prohibitive costs, and general appre-
hension about discussing personal health problems.

All school-based and school-linked centers provide:

• physical health
• mental health
• health education
• preventive services

The mix of services delivered at each site is tailored to the unique
needs of each school community.  Additional services are provided
based on the needs of the health center users and the available re-
sources at the discretion of each sponsoring agency.

The school-based and school-linked health centers were established
on a community partnership model which has been essential to their
success.  Public Health – Seattle & King County contracts with seven
community-based agencies to staff and run the school-based and
school-linked clinics.  All of these agencies contribute resources,
expertise, and time, to the clinics they operate.

 The Need for School-Based and The Need for School-Based and The Need for School-Based and The Need for School-Based and The Need for School-Based and
School-LinkSchool-LinkSchool-LinkSchool-LinkSchool-Linked Health Centersed Health Centersed Health Centersed Health Centersed Health Centers

Adolescents (ages 10-19) utilize
health care services less than any
other age group and are least likely
to seek medical care at a provider’s
office.  The “Seattle Public Schools
1999 Teen Health Survey” yielded
the following data:

• only 64% of middle school
students and 66% of high-
school students reported
that they had a health check
up in the past year,

• 24% of students said there
was no one place they
usually go for health care,

• 23% of middle school
students and 20% of high-
school students said they
seriously considered
suicide in the past year, and

• 22% of middle school
students and 39% of high-
school students used
alcohol in the month prior
to the survey.

The majority of behavior patterns
that pose lifelong health risks begin
in adolescence.
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“I feel that at Denny Wellness Center,
we have an appreciation for each
other’s roles which allows us to
function in a truly collaborative
manner.  As a result of this, we’re
better able to meet the needs of
our students.”

-Kathy Quimby, Nurse
Denny Middle School

“The reason the clinics are good in
schools is that we get to develop
on-going relationships with young
people that not only may take care
of a sore throat or ear ache or treat
an STD, but help them make healthy
choices, help them survive, help
them get through high-school.”

-Sherry Foutch, Nurse Practitioner
Cleveland Harborview Health Center

FFFFFamilies & Education Levyamilies & Education Levyamilies & Education Levyamilies & Education Levyamilies & Education Levy

The Families and Education Levy was
first passed by the voters of Seattle in
1990.  School-based health centers
are just one Levy-funded effort.  The
Levy provides the majority of support
for the SBHC’s.  Public Health –
Seattle and King County also receives
funding from the Levy to contract for
school nurse services and health
education programs in Seattle Public
Schools.  These services are an
important part of
achieving the
Families and Educa-
tion Levy mission of
keeping kids safe,
healthy and ready
to learn.

School-Based Health Centers

YHS has partnered with 7 community health organizations who ad-
minister 10 school-based health centers (SBHC) located on the
grounds of Seattle Public Schools.  Eight of these, called Teen Health
Centers, are located in high schools and two, called Wellness Centers,
are sited in middle schools.  The first Teen Health Center was estab-
lished in 1989.  The remaining seven sites were opened between 1991
and 1995.  Both of the Middle School Wellness Centers were estab-
lished in 1999.

The SBHC’s are well utilized and have consistently been praised by
students, parents, and school staff as positive places for students to
receive health services, counseling, and health education. The SBHCs
provide both primary care as well as mental health counseling and
preventive health services.  They also provide numerous other ser-
vices including:

• groups focusing on a variety of issues such as tobacco cessa-
tion, self-esteem, ethnic and cultural identity,

• health education in the class room,
• health fairs to promote healthy attitudes and behaviors,
• nutrition education and cooking demonstrations, and
• coordination between parents, school staff, students, and

other health care providers.

Staffing for the health centers consists of an integrated,
multidisciplinary team including a nurse practitioner, mental health
counselor, services coordinator, and the school nurse.

School nurses are an important component of the system that moni-
tors and provides for the health needs of students in Seattle Public
Schools.  School nurses carry out state-mandated screenings (such as
vision and hearing testing), case manage students with chronic health
conditions and/or special health care needs, and often serve as the first
point of contact for students with illness or injuries. The roles of the
school nurse and the SBHC staff are different, but were designed to
work cooperatively.  The school-based health center serves as a
referral source for the school nurse when students need primary care
or follow-up for illness or injuries.  Frequently, the school nurse and
SBHC staff work together to better serve students with complex
health needs.  An effective partnership between the Teen Health and
Wellness Center staff and the school nurse is essential to the success
of the school-based clinics.
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School-Linked Health Centers

Youth Health Services partners with community health organizations
that administer three school-linked clinics. School linked clinics are
located off school grounds, but have a formal relationship with a
school or school district.  YHS administers two different models of
school-linked clinics.

Two school-linked clinics are located in King county outside of Seattle,
one in Renton and one in Burien. They have formal and well-estab-
lished relationships with Renton and Highline School Districts respec-
tively.  Both are fully staffed primary care clinics that are teen-only
service sites.  In addition to the health and counseling staff, Public
Health provides a full time Public Health Nurse (PHN) at each site.
The role of the PHN is to do outreach in the community and to
provide education about the clinics, and to serve as the primary liaison
between schools, youth, the local community, and the clinic.

The third school-linked clinic is operated by North Public Health and
serves students at Ballard and Ingraham High Schools.  A PHN does
outreach at each of the two schools.  The PHN works in partnership
with the school nurse to identify students in need of health services
that cannot be provided on site at the school.  The nurse then works
with the student to ensure that he or she receives the care that they
need at North Public Health.

School-linked health centers target adolescents who are uninsured
and underinsured – those who have nowhere else to go to get medi-
cal care and counseling.  They also serve young people who have
insurance, but who want confidential care and advice.  Like the
school-based health centers, the school-linked health center model is
nationally recognized as one of the best ways to provide effective,
efficient, and appropriate health care services to adolescents.

“We are part of the non-family
support network that adolescents
need.”

-Ingrid Lynch, Nurse Practitioner,
Renton Youth Health Center
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Outcomes?.....Health is Academic!

A primary intent of providing health services in schools is to improve
academic success.  Health staff have a unique opportunity to collabo-
rate with students, their parents, and school staff to address health
related issues that, if left untreated, compromise students’ school
performance.

Midway through the 1999-2000 school year, Margaret* was referred
to the Denny Wellness Center for health and mental health services.
She was failing most of her classes and in danger of failing the 7th grade.
Margaret had difficulty dealing with strong feelings.  Because she
responded to her feelings inappropriately, she was picked on by her
peers.  Margaret had regular anxiety attacks that caused her to dissoci-
ate – when this happened, she would start growling and become
unresponsive.

A concerned teacher referred Margaret to the Wellness Center.  This
triggered an immediate response that resulted in a partnership be-
tween the mental health counselor at the Wellness Center, the school
nurse, the school counselor, teachers, and Margaret’s father.

A first step to helping Margaret was working with her father to over-
come cultural issues about counseling and therapy.  The school nurse,
school counselor, and the mental health counselor at the Wellness
Center developed a plan and worked closely together so that one of
them was always able to respond in a consistent manner, when Marga-
ret needed assistance.  Margaret’s teachers began informing the
Wellness Center when she had assignments due so that they could
assist in helping her complete her schoolwork.  She was linked with a
mentor from Chief Sealth High School through a mentoring program
run by the Denny Wellness Center.  Margaret’s mentor was a high
school student of the same gender and ethnic background.  She spent
time doing homework with Margaret and just talking to her.

Soon, Margaret’s schoolwork began to improve.  Every time she
worked with her mentor, she completed all of her homework assign-
ments.  Her signs of anxiety decreased and she became much more
expressive.  Her face would light up each time she saw her mentor.

Margaret passed the 7th grade.  This year, as an 8th grader, she stands
up straighter.  She still sees the mental health counselor at the
Wellness Center, but now instead of growling, she talks about the
activities that she is involved in, the new friends she has made, and she
informs her counselor that she can’t stay long because she has to get
back to class!

*Names and identifying information have been changed in order to preserve confidentiality.

“Health drives performance.
Students need to be well to
perform well.”
-Joseph Olchefske, Superintendent

Seattle Public Schools
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YHS Community Partnerships

Partnerships are what Youth Health Services is all about!  Partnerships
allow this program to be effective, innovative, and responsive to the
needs of the community.  Youth Health Services staff draw on partner-
ships to enhance the skill-base within our program and to ensure that
the health needs of the youth in our community are met.

There is not one program, activity, or service of Youth Health Services
that does not involve some sort of collaboration. The shared goal of
ensuring that teens have full access to a range of health care services
has produced effective and supportive partnerships with schools,
community agencies, Public Health, and local government.  As stated
in the Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary definition of the word,
“partnerships” involve close cooperation where all parties have speci-
fied and joint rights and responsibilities.

Youth Health Services partnerships happen in a variety of ways and on
a multitude of levels.  YHS collaborates with 20 different community
based organizations.  The 7 agencies that operate 9 school-based and
2 school-linked clinic sites not only provide dedicated staff who create
successful and innovative programs, but they also contribute significant
resources far above and beyond those which are provided through
their contract with Public Health – Seattle & King County.  The other
significant partners in all of our endeavors are our local school dis-
tricts.  In many cases, we share space and have fully integrated our
programs into school activities.  At a minimum, we coordinate with

them, mutually support each other’s
goals, and recognize that the work
we do is intimately intertwined.  Of
course, none of this would be pos-
sible without the generous funding
support that we receive from the
Families and Education Levy, City of
Seattle, and King County.

“The school-based and school-
linked health centers are an exciting
opportunity to serve teens with a
multi-disciplinary staff team.  This
model of providing mental health
and medical in the same place is
highly effective.”

-Kathie Wurzbacher
Group Health Cooperative
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Youth Health Services staff rely on other individuals and
agencies to provide their expertise and resources to serve
adolescents better.  In the same way, YHS staff make avail-
able resources and expertise not only to our community
partners and Public Health, but also to other organizations
in the community.  Community activities during the 1999-
2000 school year include (but are not limited to):

• developing a  “developmental assets program pack-
age” of tools, best practice models, case studies, and
other resources for use by schools all over Washing-
ton state,

• contracting with a local mental health expert to
provide mental health consultation for all counseling
staff at the school-based and school-linked health
centers,

• providing adolescent health training and consultation
for Public Health and community agency staff and for
all of the school-based and school-linked health
center staff, and

• coordinating and developing systems for the Teenage
Pregnancy and Parenting Program (TAPP).

PPPPPararararartners & Sites tners & Sites tners & Sites tners & Sites tners & Sites - Thanks to the following organiza-
tions who administer the school-based and school-
linked clinics.

Group Health Cooperative of Puget SoundGroup Health Cooperative of Puget SoundGroup Health Cooperative of Puget SoundGroup Health Cooperative of Puget SoundGroup Health Cooperative of Puget Sound
• Franklin High School Teen Health Center
• Renton School-Linked Health Center
• Washington Middle School Wellness Center

HarborHarborHarborHarborHarborview Medical Centerview Medical Centerview Medical Centerview Medical Centerview Medical Center
• Cleveland High School Teen Health Center

Highline Community HospitalHighline Community HospitalHighline Community HospitalHighline Community HospitalHighline Community Hospital
• Highline School-Linked Health Center

Odessa Brown Children’s ClinicOdessa Brown Children’s ClinicOdessa Brown Children’s ClinicOdessa Brown Children’s ClinicOdessa Brown Children’s Clinic
• Garfield High School Teen Health Center

Providence Seattle Medical Center/45Providence Seattle Medical Center/45Providence Seattle Medical Center/45Providence Seattle Medical Center/45Providence Seattle Medical Center/45ththththth Street Clinic Street Clinic Street Clinic Street Clinic Street Clinic
• Roosevelt High School Teen Health Center

Public Health – Seattle & King CountyPublic Health – Seattle & King CountyPublic Health – Seattle & King CountyPublic Health – Seattle & King CountyPublic Health – Seattle & King County
• North Public Health School-Linked Clinic
• Rainier Beach High School Teen Health Center

Puget Sound NeighborPuget Sound NeighborPuget Sound NeighborPuget Sound NeighborPuget Sound Neighborhood Health Centershood Health Centershood Health Centershood Health Centershood Health Centers
• Denny Middle School Wellness Center
• Sealth High School Teen Health Center
• West Seattle High School Teen Health Center

University of WUniversity of WUniversity of WUniversity of WUniversity of Washingtonashingtonashingtonashingtonashington
• Nathan Hale High School Teen Health Center

“The biggest plus is that we
have additional mental health
and medical care available
immediately for our students ...
we are in a low-income area
where students don’t always
have access to the health
services they need.  It’s a great
partnership!”

-Wayne Hashiguchi
Principal, Denny Middle School


